134                                                             A    SHORTER    EGO
and, in trying to pull round a tree, hit it. I know that tree!
The hole cost him 63 and at the X3th, a hole he invariably does
against me in 2, he three-putted, after which nothing would go
right. He finished in 69. The course was in grand condition,
the greens being fast and true, yet velvety enough to hold the
high-pitched shot. The four caddies singled out for the honour
of carrying for the great men had obviously been " barbered
three times o'er/' and turned up in clothes one did not suspect
them of possessing.
Sept. 25 The talk at supper turning on stage folk and how
Friday. they never think of anything except introductions
to managers, Selwyn Jepson said, " I've given up
making love to actresses. They put their arms round your
neck and murmur,c Do you know Sydney Carroll ? * "
Sept. 26        Jock this morning :   " When you die I shall be at
Saturday.       the bedside with my notebook, leaning over you,
ready to catch your last witty rattle, and saying,
* Finish the article first! * "
Oct. 14         Went last night to the Romeo and Juliet film.    It
Wednesday,    is monstrously over-produced.    And for a very
good reason, which is that two-dimensional acting
is just not good enough. Read Shakespeare, and you create for
yourself a three-dimensional world peopled by creatures of flesh
and blood. See a Shakespeare play on the stage proper, and you
behold a reasonable semblance of the three-dimensional world
peopled by actors of flesh and blood. The film is neither the
study nor the stage, but a wishy-washy, two-dimensional com-
promise. If Rjpmo and Juliet had been a silent film the London
Symphony Orchestra would have been called in to restore the
balance. But, says somebody, Borneo and Juliet could never have
been a silent film: what about Shakespeare's poetry ? The
answer is that even the talkies do not give us Shakespeare's
poetry. That, then, is the explanation of all the absurdities of
over-production* ' Last night's show began with a parade of